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Overview of the project
Enhancing the resilience of journalism education in Africa is at the heart of 
the project led by UNESCO’s International Programme for the Development of 
Communication (IPDC), funded by the Google News Initiative, and implemented 
in partnership with the Wits Centre for Journalism together with the School 
of Journalism and Media Studies at Rhodes University in South Africa. From 
November 2022 to March 2024, this initiative promoted excellence in journalism 
education across the continent following two phases:

1.	 Developing ‘criteria for excellence’ in journalism education in Africa 
through a consultative process across the continent involving over 
100 journalism educators from 80 journalism schools in 37 countries. 
These criteria serve as a compass enabling schools to self-assess their 
programs with a questionnaire and identify areas for improvement 
tailored to diverse regional contexts.

2.	Strengthening the journalism curriculum of 10 selected universities 
with a 15,500 USD grant to implement a project that responds to gaps 
identified through the self-assessment. 

The 10 projects address crucial areas such as:

ENVIRONMENTAL 
REPORTING

DATA JOURNALISM

GENDER MAINSTREAMING

INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES’  
REPRESENTATION IN MEDIA

MEDIA VIABILITY

DIGITAL SKILLS

37 COUNTRIES
OVER 100 
JOURNALISM 
EDUCATORS 

80 
JOURNALISM 
SCHOOLS

https://www.unesco.org/en/international-programme-development-communication/journalism-education/journalism-education-africa
https://www.unesco.org/en/international-programme-development-communication
https://www.unesco.org/en/international-programme-development-communication
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The criteria for excellence in 
journalism education in Africa
Over 100 African journalism instructors in 37 countries participated in a series of regional 
consultations and shared their views on what excellence in journalism means. Following 
the consultations, 5 key criteria were identified with 58 questions. Journalism educators in 
Africa were then invited to evaluate how well their institution is responding to these specific 
criteria for excellence, taking into account their curricula, outreach, and internal capacity 
building and development. 

The criteria require that journalism education is: 

Human-rights based and encourages the practice of ethical journalism in reporting 
and working in the public interest. This perspective includes the role of the media 
in supporting democracy, human rights, and sustainable development.

selected questions | does your school: 

•	 Teach students how to report ethically and sensitively on the rights of women, children and 
marginalised groups such as ethnic groups, people with disabilities and sexual minorities? 
(Curriculum)

•	 Demonstrate leadership in your media environment through speaking out on media rights 
or ethical issues and convening meetings and conferences for stakeholders on important 
media freedoms issues? (Outreach)

Responsive to the practical training needs in a country and region, which include 
both basic and advanced journalism skills. Training should also be responsive to 
the evolving training needs of a media environment.

selected questions: does your school:

•	 Prepare students with the skills needed to navigate the workplace, including pitching stories, 
how to plan a work agenda efficiently, how to negotiate contracts with employers, dealing 
with workplace bullying and harassment, and personal financial planning and budgeting? 
(Curriculum) 

•	 Have strong working relationships with female journalists who can serve as mentors and 
role models for students (Outreach) 

1.

2.

https://www.unesco.org/en/criteria-excellence-journalism-education-africa
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Alert to innovation, trends, and new opportunities in the practice of journalism, 
which includes the ways in which this journalism is being produced and published, 
its contribution to ethical journalistic practice, and how these forms of journalism 
may be financially sustainable.

selected questions: does your school:

•	 Co-design courses and their outputs with students with respect to the innovative use of 
new technologies for journalistic practice (i.e. drawing on their skills and expertise in using 
the technologies)? (Curriculum)

•	 Teach business principles to students to encourage and catalyse entrepreneurism, including 
exploring the several ways that media start-ups can generate revenue, such as donor 
fundraising, crowd-sourcing funds, and through membership models or the innovative use 
of paywalls? (Curriculum)

Attentive to the shifting socio-economic, political, and environmental realities of 
African countries and regions. Journalism education should help to build capacity 
in important areas where there are thematic weaknesses in journalistic output so 
that journalism can work better in the public interest, strengthen accountability, 
and democracy as well as sustainable development. 

selected questions: does your school:

•	 Teach students how to work with, analyse and interpret data so that they can report 
knowledgeably on emerging research on socio-economic, political and environmental 
issues (Curriculum) 

•	 Create spaces (e.g. dedicated meetings) where staff can critically engage with each other 
on shifting socio-economic, political and environmental issues impacting on the practice 
of journalism and on journalism education? (Internal capacity and development)

Responsive to the specificities and nuances of African media and communication 
ecologies and encourages the unique role of journalism within these media 
ecologies. Journalism education should consider how the media ecology emerges 
in a specific context and how this is different from the way the media works in other 
contexts.

selected questions: does your school:

•	 Offer short courses on journalism practice and principles for journalists who work in 
Indigenous languages? (Curriculum) 

•	 Have access to or develop relevant textbooks or curriculums rich in local examples and 
analyses that students can relate to? (Internal capacity and development)

3.

4.

5.

Read the full 
questionnaire  
of 58 questions

https://www.unesco.org/en/criteria-excellence-journalism-education-africa
https://www.unesco.org/en/criteria-excellence-journalism-education-africa
https://www.unesco.org/en/criteria-excellence-journalism-education-africa
https://www.unesco.org/en/criteria-excellence-journalism-education-africa
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Environmental Reporting

How to better report on environmental issues impacting their country. This is the primary 
goal addressed by these universities, which sought through this project to equip students 
with the skills, knowledge, and awareness to effectively cover climate-related issues. 
Students would thus be better placed to raise public awareness of local issues impacting 
their environment and contribute to sustainable development.

Strengthening environmental journalism

KENYA | Institute of Social Communication, Tangaza University College, 
Nairobi

In Kenya, the Institute has introduced new courses on environmental journalism, 
including the intersection of climate change with human rights and social justice. 
It also conducted capacity-building training sessions for faculty members and 
facilitated discussions on best practices in environmental reporting. Topics 
included how to engage students in these issues, connecting climate change 
with economics, and promoting ethical reporting. The Institute also organized 
field trips including to Nairobi’s Dandora dumpsite, a 30-acre landfill processing 
2,000 tons of waste daily. These trips provided students with firsthand exposure 
to Nairobi’s waste crisis, allowing them to learn about its environmental impact 
on community health and the urgent need for action. The project included a 
mentorship program, the creation of an environmental club, and a conference on 
“Journalism and the Environment,” with a specific emphasis on climate change. 

THIS PROJECT 
DIRECTLY 
BENEFITTED  
103 STUDENTS 
AND 5 
JOURNALISTS

SPOTLIGHT ON  
THE 10 PROJECTS

After  developing the criteria for excellence, universities were invited to conduct a self-
assessment of their curriculum, identify areas for improvement, and submit a project proposal 
to address these gaps. A total of 53 proposals were received, and 10 universities were 
selected to receive a $15,500 grant each. These projects have yielded inspiring successes 
in areas such as environmental journalism, Indigenous representation in media, gender 
mainstreaming, media viability, data journalism, and digital skills.
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©UNESCO/Morgan Washiali

©UNESCO/Morgan Washiali

©UNESCO/Tangaza University College

“The project was eye-opening. It 
taught me the power of storytelling 
and community engagement in 
advocating for environmental change, 
and the visit to the Dandora Dumpsite 
was a highlight. It is experiences like 
these that shape us into advocates for 
sustainable journalism”. 

- Michael Timona, Student, ISC

“For a long period now, the training of 
journalism students on environmental 
reporting has been ignored. The 
devastating effects of climate change 
are real and something that must 
be addressed by the media. The 
conferences and workshops have 
provided me with great insights on 
matters of environmental reporting 
(...) I feel I am ready to transfer this 
knowledge to my students”. 

- Nicholas Ochieng, Faculty Member, ISC
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Capacity-building workshops and teaching manual 

design for journalism educators and journalism students: 

Addressing Environmental Journalism issues

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO | Department of Journalism of 
the Bilingual University of Congo, Bukavu

After participating in a capacity-building workshop on environmental journalism 
in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, media professionals, and journalism 
students produced 30 environmental news pieces. These pieces were disseminated 
through various channels, including the local MAMA RADIO, with which the 
department established a partnership for weekly environmental media coverage 
and discussions on criteria for excellence in Journalism Education in Africa. This 
media exposure significantly raised local awareness, stimulating debates on 
environmental issues in the DRC. The department arranged field trips, including 
the Kabare dumpsite, where students were sensitized to the health risks caused 
by landslides and toxic fumes. They also visited the Nyakavogo girls’ school, 
which collapsed due to a mining-induced landslide. Building on exchanges 
between experts and students, the department developed a teaching manual on 
environmental journalism specifically tailored for the context of the DRC, available 
in both French and English. A research centre in environmental journalism was 
created by students who participated in the capacity-building workshop.

©UNESCO/Bilingual University of Congo

THIS PROJECT 
DIRECTLY 
BENEFITTED  
35 STUDENTS,  
25 JOURNALISTS, 
40 TEACHERS 
AND MEMBERS 
OF CIVIL SOCIETY 
GROUPS 
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“There is an urgent need 
to promote environmental 
solutions journalism and 
tackle community issues such 
as agricultural topics in local 
dialects, to give opportunities 
to local farmers to be aware of 
the effects of climate change 
on their agricultural livelihoods, 
how to mitigate it, knowing that 
agriculture is a central engine of 
DRC’s economy”.  

- Badibanga Poivre d’Arvor, journalist 
participant in the capacity building workshops ©UNESCO/Bilingual University of Congo

©UNESCO/Deo Cikuru
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Indigenous Communities’  
Representation in Media

The power of storytelling has always shaped perceptions, and influences opinions and 
societal attitudes. The narratives of marginalized and Indigenous communities often remain 
sidelined, misrepresented, or silenced. Such distorted representations not only perpetuate 
stereotypes but also contribute to the marginalization and erasure of these communities’ 
voices and experiences. Furthermore, this misrepresentation has tangible consequences, 
impacting their daily life and access to their fundamental rights.

Strengthening the representation in media and in university 

curricula of marginalised and Indigenous communities

NAMIBIA | Department of Journalism and Media Technology, Namibia 
University of Science and Technology, in Windhoek

Facilitating meaningful engagement between journalism students with 
marginalized communities to ensure a better representation in media was the 
major objective of this project. Following training sessions to enhance their 
journalistic and communication skills, students exchanged with the OvaHimba 
and San communities, listening to their linguistic, social, health, and economic 
needs. Students then contributed stories to newspapers and created documentary 
and photo essays based on their visits to Opuzo and Donkerbos. To ensure the 
authenticity of the representation, often stereotyped, the initiative prioritized a 
process of content co-creation together with the marginalized communities at 
the center of the stories, supported by students and lecturers. The Department 
is incorporating the material produced into its journalism curriculum to ensure 
the representation of these marginalized communities. 

THIS PROJECT 
DIRECTLY 
BENEFITTED  
13 STUDENTS,  
18 JOURNALISTS 
AND 6 
JOURNALISM 
EDUCATORS 
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“Students have listened to us and we 
hope they can help us solve the problems 
we have like the lack of a health centre 
which affects the women and children 
most. The many questions they asked 
helped us think about some solutions to 
our problems”

- Maria Jan, Community Leader and Donkerbos School Board 
Member

“We would like to see journalists from 
here representing us in the media so they 
write the right things about us. People 
misrepresent us”.

– John Tjambiru, Principal, Orojitombo School 

“This project is an exercise in 
decoloniality (…) by foregrounding 
Indigenous groups’ voices and 
experiences in Namibia.” 

– Dr Phillip Santos, Journalism Lecturer

“Though the cultures are extremely 
diverse, I found similarities in their 
most critical needs: access to 
water, health facility close to them, 
education for their children (for the 
San, to be taught in a language their 
children can understand), need for 
police services close to them and 
accessible roads”. 

- Dr Wanja Njuguna, Journalism Lecturer

©UNESCO/Emma Mulwa

©UNESCO/Emma Mulwa

©UNESCO/Emma Mulwa
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Gender Mainstreaming

Mainstreaming gender in journalism education is crucial for fostering inclusive media 
narratives and addressing longstanding disparities in gender representation. By equipping 
journalism students and educators with the necessary skills and awareness, we can ensure 
that media coverage is more reflective of diverse perspectives and experiences, ultimately 
contributing to greater equality in society.

Promoting gender-sensitive reporting  

in post-conflict societies

ETHIOPIA | Department of Journalism and Communications, Bahir 
Dar University

Ensuring the diversity of reporting narratives on post-conflict reconstruction and 
addressing the lack of gender issues in the media in Ethiopia was the primary 
goal of this initiative. To achieve this, the University organized comprehensive 
training sessions for students, journalists, and media managers, focusing on 
gender-sensitive reporting in post-conflict contexts. The initiative emphasized 
the transformative potential of storytelling in the healing process of a society. 
The Department provided training in digital skills, enabling students to launch 
and manage an interactive website. Through this platform, students are playing 
a crucial role in reshaping the narrative of reconstruction by contributing their 
perspectives with a gender-sensitive lens. The different activities within the project 
were particularly significant given the state of emergency context. 

THIS PROJECT 
DIRECTLY 
BENEFITTED  
35 STUDENTS,  
32 JOURNALISTS 
AND 6 
JOURNALISM 
EDUCATORS 
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“When people said ‘story 
telling’, I used to think they were 
trying to trivialise journalism’s 
seriousness and factuality. This 
training helped me change my 
mind. Stories are within us all and 
telling those gives ownership 
to the community we serve. 
Especially as a woman, I am 
glad this training acknowledged 
me and the women in my 
community.” 

- Reporter from the training session

©UNESCO
/Bahir Dar University

©UNESCO/Bahir Dar University

©UNESCO/Bahir Dar University
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Creating a gender-sensitive, non-discriminatory and 

inclusive curriculum, classroom and work environment

ACCRA, GHANA |  Department of Journalism, the University of Media, Arts 
and Communication / Ghana Institute of Journalism

Empowering teachers and creating an improved gender-sensitive and inclusive 
journalism curriculum in Ghana are the major objectives of this project. The project 
sought to better equip journalism educators to prepare students to address 
today’s challenges related to gender equality and media representation. Through 
curriculum and institutional assessment workshops, faculty members successfully 
identified and addressed the gaps in the existing curriculum. Moving forward, there 
is a concerted effort to integrate gender perspectives and establish actionable 
plans to combat sexual harassment within educational settings. Additionally, 
the project conducted a specialized gender and reporting workshop tailored 
for Indigenous language broadcasters in Ga, Ewe, and Twi. These initiatives 
collectively aim to improve media coverage of women, minorities, and other 
underrepresented communities in Ghana. 

THIS PROJECT 
DIRECTLY 
BENEFITTED  
205 STUDENTS,  
20 JOURNALISTS 
AND 64 FACULTY 
AND STAFF 
MEMBERS

©UNESCO/UNIMAC
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“We ought to establish a plan of action 
to promptly initiate the implementation 
of the policies on sexual harassment as 
outlined in the student handbook” 

- Dr. Rhodalene Amartey, an institutional assessment 
workshop participant

“I had never thought of linking any 
topic to gender in the course outline or 
curriculum. After this workshop,  
I plan to incorporate these ideas into the 
course outline. The workshop  
has been really good, and I have learned 
a lot” 

– Dr. Ebo Afful, curriculum assessment workshop participant

©UNESCO/Abdul-Aziz Kofi Annor

©UNESCO/UNIMAC
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Media Viability

Challenges to media viability persist in Africa, requiring innovative solutions to ensure the 
sustained dissemination of information relevant to the African context. These two distinct 
initiatives in Malawi and South Africa were designed to address the financial challenges 
facing media and foster a more robust media ecosystem in Africa. The project in Malawi 
involves creating a sustainable community radio model tailored to the Malawian context, 
while the initiative in South Africa focuses on developing a course on revenue generation 
to strengthen media outlets’ resilience and sustainability across the continent.

Development of Model for Resilience and Sustainability

of Malawi Community Media in the Digital Era

MALAWI | Department of Journalism and Media Studies, Malawi 
University of Business and Applied Sciences (MUBAS).

The Department developed a sustainable community media model aimed 
at enhancing the resilience and viability of community radios in Malawi. By 
collaborating with staff from 12 community radios nationwide, the model was 
created through extensive data collection and analysis, strategically tailored 
to address the pressing needs, and equip community radios with strategies for 
long-term viability. To ensure the relevance of the model, a collaboration with 
6 selected community radios was undertaken to test, validate, and launch the 
model, with the ultimate goal of integrating it into the journalism curriculum. 
The project’s visibility was significantly bolstered through extensive coverage 
by national media. Beyond its tangible outcomes, the model has provided an 
invaluable platform for community exchange and critical inquiry, solidifying the 
Department’s reputation as a leader in innovative research in media studies and 
community development.

THIS PROJECT 
DIRECTLY 
BENEFITTED  
25 JOURNALISTS 
AND 7 
JOURNALISM 
EDUCATORS 
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“The UNESCO project on 
Sustainability and Resilience 
of Community Radio Stations 
has helped me gain diverse 
perspectives, fostering 
community engagement, and 
having a resilient space for 
independent reporting amidst 
challenges.”  

- Paul Banda - Station Manager for Mzimba 
Community radio Station

©UNESCO/MUBAS

©UNESCO/MUBAS

©UNESCO/MUBAS
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Strengthening course content on media 

entrepreneurialism and sustainability

SOUTH AFRICA | fraycollege

Developing an online course on revenue generation tailored for African newsrooms 
in the digital age was the primary goal of this project. Ensuring that newsrooms 
are financially sustainable is critical to ensuring that people have access to 
information and increases their independence from editorial interference. After 
researching different revenue streams, and exchanging with executives and 
publishers of African newsrooms, the College was able to compile case studies 
of successful stories of media start-ups. The course also includes models of 
community radio and local newspapers. The project involved a workshop on 
media viability, providing practical strategies for journalists and editors. The goal 
was to empower African newsrooms with the tools they need for sustainability 
and independence.

THIS PROJECT 
DIRECTLY 
BENEFITTED  
15 STUDENTS 
AND 388 
JOURNALISTS

“This is such a timely course;  
Africa needs it.” 

- Desmond Latham, CEO frayintermedia

©UNESCO/fraycollege
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“While the future of journalism 
can often seem daunting, this 
workshop was an eye opener on 
the many exciting possibilities 
which newsrooms can embrace.” 

- Zainub Dockrat, fraycollege team member

©UNESCO/fraycollege

©UNESCO/fraycollege
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Data Journalism

Data journalism not only empowers journalists to uncover hidden stories and bring 
transparency to public issues but also serves as a powerful tool for holding governments 
and institutions accountable. In a region where reliable data can be scarce, the ability to 
effectively gather, interpret, and present data is crucial for fostering informed public discourse 
and promoting democratic values. By equipping journalism students and professionals in 
Botswana, Eswatini, Lesotho, and Cameroon with skills in data journalism and analysis, 
these projects aim to address these challenges and contribute to fostering a culture of 
transparency, accountability, and informed decision-making within African societies.

Advancing Journalism Education and Practice through 

the UNESWA Data Journalism Training Project

ESWATINI, BOTSWANA AND LESOTHO | University of Eswatini

Through an online training program delivered via the Moodle learning management 
system, Basotho, Swati, and Tswana trainees were immersed in the latest trends 
and practices in data journalism. They gained expertise in manipulating data from 
existing projects, enhancing their capabilities to collect, analyse, visualize, and 
accurately report data. A workshop was organized with both theoretical learning 
and practical exercises, which enabled knowledge-sharing and networking 
opportunities among participants from across the region. Additionally, the project 
included the development of a comprehensive curriculum, training materials, a 
dedicated website and a MOOC to ensure broader access to resources for the 
benefit of other journalists in the region. 

THIS PROJECT 
DIRECTLY 
BENEFITTED  
21 STUDENTS 
AND 35 
JOURNALISTS
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“I was fascinated with the data tools 
and understood that data comes with 
disinformation and misinformation 
risks.” 

- Patience Magagula, Eswatini TV, Eswatini

“Data journalism is so new, and we 
have been overlooking stories that are 
hidden behind data. (...) I’m excited to 
apply what I am learning to enhance 
our election dashboard and deliver 
impactful insights to our audience.”

- Keneilwe Lephoi, YTV News, Botswana

“If we don’t analyse that data, then we 
are not doing justice to it (…) through 
data we can tell our stories. There are 
a lot of story ideas that I am taking 
home with me from this workshop’’ 

- Mamasupha Moshoeshoe, Lesotho News Agency, Lesotho

©UNESCO/Simenzelweyinkosi Vilane

©UNESCO/Simenzelweyinkosi Vilane

©UNESCO/Simenzelweyinkosi Vilane
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Building data journalism into the curriculum

CAMEROON | Department of Communication, University of Douala

During 6 months, training sessions were provided every week on technical aspects 
of data journalism, such as Open Data, different data formats, and scraping tools, 
but also on legal and institutional frameworks for access to information. It was the 
first time that such training was held for free in Cameroon, and it received a high 
level of participation requests, underscoring the demand. Thanks to this training, 
some students were able to secure internships with a laboratory that partnered 
for the project. A number of students said that the skills gained would increase 
their chances of finding a job and open up new career prospects. 

THIS PROJECT 
DIRECTLY 
BENEFITTED  
51 STUDENTS  
AND 8 
JOURNALISTS

“This training on data management 
allowed me to write and publish my 
very first paper titled “Consumption: 
food prices soar in Douala markets» 
on the DataCameroon website” 

- Hyacinthe Teintangue, journalism student.

“I would like to see data journalism 
further integrated into the curriculum 
of universities in Cameroon and 
Central Africa (...) it was a dream 
come true to see data journalism 
taught at the university for the first 
time» 

- Paul Joel Kamtchang, founder of ADISI Cameroon. 

©UNESCO/University of Douala

©UNESCO/University of Douala

©UNESCO/University of Douala
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THIS PROJECT 
DIRECTLY 
BENEFITTED  
257 STUDENTS

Digital Skills

In today’s rapidly evolving media landscape, proficiency in digital skills is indispensable 
for aspiring journalists. With the advent of new technologies and the proliferation of digital 
platforms, the journalism profession has undergone a significant transformation. Digital 
literacy has become a cornerstone of modern journalism, enabling journalists to adapt to 
changing trends, reach wider audiences, and deliver content in innovative ways. Therefore, 
enhancing the digital skills of journalism students is crucial, as it equips them with the 
essential tools and techniques needed to thrive in this dynamic environment.

Development and implementation of a digital platform for 

students’ journalistic productions and expressions

MOROCCO | Institut Supérieur de l’Information et de la Communication 
(ISIC). 

Developing a digital platform for journalism students to create media content 
was the primary goal of this initiative addressing the growing demand for 
digital expertise.  This platform offers an opportunity for students to develop 
content, including radio, television, written press, and multimedia formats. To 
ensure students can effectively utilize this platform, a comprehensive training 
session was conducted, covering various aspects such as content production, 
digital information management, and platform management.  Through active 
engagement with the platform and guidance from educators, students are not 
only enhancing their technical abilities but also developing critical thinking, 
storytelling, and ethical decision-making skills crucial for their transition into 
professional journalism.
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“Promoting the journalistic outputs of 
ISIC students on the digital platform is 
to give them a voice as citizens in the 
process of building a new model of 
society in Morocco”. 

- Abdellatif Bensfia, ISIC director.

“This platform is a laboratory where 
teachers and students can think 
about the future of journalism in 
the age of Web 4.0, one of the major 
challenges of which is to coexist with 
artificial intelligence”. 

- Merouane Kabbaj, chief editor and ISIC profesor.

©Brahim FARAJI

“This platform is a cornerstone of 
our teaching program. It allows 
students to put their theoretical 
knowledge into practice in a real-
life context (...) it is an essential 
tool for their future careers.”

- Younes Meskine, Information Director at “thevoice.ma” 
and ISIC lecturer.

http://thevoice.ma
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UNESCO’s Series of Journalism Education

UNESCO’s Series on Journalism Education, supported by the International Programme 
for the Development of Communication (IPDC), aims to provide journalism educators 
with the knowledge and tools to transmit essential skills to the next generation of media 
professionals. This initiative provides not only specific handbooks on curricula but also 
focuses on challenging topics of our times. The series comprises 20 handbooks, available 
free of charge, that can be used by journalism educators, trainers, and practitioners. To 
complement the handbooks on journalism education, webinars, and MOOCs are available 
in IPDC’s Resource Hub. 

REPORTING ON ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
This handbook addresses the growing impact of artificial intelligence (AI) on 
society, emphasizing the need for journalists to provide informed coverage about 
the implications of the technology, which can lead to exclusions and violations 
of human rights. Each chapter provides insights into defining AI, tracing its 
development, reporting best practices, potential pitfalls, and its role in journalism. 
The handbook also includes reflection questions, learning outcomes, assignments, 
and recommended readings for further exploration.

TEACHING JOURNALISM ONLINE
This handbook provides insights on how to convey knowledge and teach skills in 
an informative and engaging way online. Journalism education usually focuses on 
face-to-face interaction, which can be particularly challenging when it comes to 
remote teaching and learning. This manual aims to provide journalism instructors 
with the resources to improve their teaching in digital spaces. It includes methods 
for using low-fi methods for online teaching in scarce-resource settings and to 
foster community online. 

https://www.unesco.org/en/international-programme-development-communication/journalism-education?hub=67168
https://www.unesco.org/en/international-programme-development-communication
https://www.unesco.org/en/international-programme-development-communication
https://www.unesco.org/en/international-programme-development-communication/journalism-education/resource-hub
https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/reporting-artificial-intelligence
https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/reporting-artificial-intelligence
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GENDER, MEDIA & ICTs
This publication responds to a need to understand the causes, realities and 
consequences of gender unequal relations across media, and address resulting 
unequal communication opportunities and practices. It becomes essential to 
empower the next generation of journalists and media practitioners with a deeper 
gender sensitivity, both within their workplaces and in their output. The content 
covers crucial aspects such as representation, language, discourse, violence 
against women in media and ICTs, and offers best practices for integrating gender 
perspectives into media and ICT policies.

JOURNALISM, ‘FAKE NEWS’ & DISINFORMATION
This “bestseller” translated into 32 languages (soon 35), seeks to provide an 
applicable model curriculum, open to adoption or adaptation, which responds to the 
growing challenge of disinformation, a pressing concern impacting societies and 
journalism. Serving as a model curriculum, the publication contains modules on why 
trust matters, how digital technology and social platforms can create information 
disorder, fighting back against disinformation through media and information 
literacy, fact-checking 101, social media verification, and combatting online abuse.

REPORTING ON MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES
This Manual addresses the pressing need for a more comprehensive coverage of 
migrant and refugee matters in countries of origin, transit, and destination, and a 
more balanced and informed public debate across countries and cultures. With 
13 modules, it offers journalism educators a comprehensive curriculum covering 
essential aspects of migration coverage, including analysis, research, presentation, 
marketing, and ethics. Experienced journalists can also benefit from using the 
volume as a self-learning tool, and media development organizations can adapt 
the curriculum to their training plans. 

GETTING THE MESSAGE ACROSS
This publication is specifically designed to support journalists covering climate change 
and sustainable development in the Asia-Pacific region. It delves into critical facets of 
climate change, examining its repercussions on vulnerable communities, particularly 
in the least-developed countries, and its role in exacerbating gender disparities. 
The handbooks offer valuable insights into best practices for reporting on climate 
change, providing practical examples to guide journalists in their coverage. As part 
of this series, ‘Climate Change in Africa: A Guidebook for Journalists’ is also available.

https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/gender-media-icts
https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/journalism-fake-news-disinformation
https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/reporting-migrants-and-refugees
https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/getting-message-across
https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/climate-change-africa
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MODEL COURSE ON SAFETY OF JOURNALISTS
The publication responds to the difficult situation of many journalists working 
in the Arab States region, to help ensure a safer future for the next generation of 
journalists. It aims to directly bridge the gap between the theoretical teachings 
offered in journalism schools and the practical realities encountered by journalists 
reporting from conflict zones. The content encompasses essential lessons on 
personal safety planning, risk assessment, coverage of demonstrations and civil 
unrest, and specifically addresses the safety concerns of women journalists.

STORY-BASED INQUIRY MANUAL & THE GLOBAL 
INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISM CASEBOOK
Investigative journalism means uncovering matters concealed 
either deliberately or accidentally, analyzing and exposing 
all relevant facts to the public. This Manual serves as a 
comprehensive toolkit for investigative journalism. Covering 
essential techniques such as hypotheses formulation, 
background research, and use of sources, it also addresses 
the quality control and ethical considerations. The Casebook 
compiles more than 20 investigative stories, including crises 
of governance, human-trafficking, frauds and offshores funds 
and more.

MODEL CURRICULA FOR JOURNALISM EDUCATION
How can journalism education continue to renew itself? This publication responds 
to the pedagogical challenges facing journalism education globally. This model 
curriculum was piloted by 70 journalism training institutions in over 60 countries, 
enhancing their knowledge and skills. It gives the theoretical framework to address 
different challenges for any journalism educator. Topics include media sustainability, 
data journalism, bioethics, gender, reporting human trafficking, and more. 

Take a look at all  
the resources 
available on IPDC’s 
Resource Hub

https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/model-course-safety-journalists-0
https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/story-based-inquiry
https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/global-investigative-journalism-casebook
https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/global-investigative-journalism-casebook
https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/model-curricula-journalism-education
https://www.unesco.org/en/international-programme-development-communication/journalism-education/resource-hub
https://www.unesco.org/en/international-programme-development-communication/journalism-education/resource-hub
https://www.unesco.org/en/international-programme-development-communication/journalism-education/resource-hub
https://www.unesco.org/en/international-programme-development-communication/journalism-education/resource-hub
https://www.unesco.org/en/international-programme-development-communication/journalism-education/resource-hub
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